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“Guiding Montana Businesses to Success”

Research Request

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Annual Consumer Expenditures:  Provides total consumer expenditures along with household information in a breakdown by 97 different types of expenditures.
 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Business Licenses/Permits:  Resources for local and state regulations for permitting or licensing as required. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Business Plan Sample: Sample/model business plan for opening and operating a business. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Competitor List: List and/or sources of competitors in a specified location. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Copyright, Patent and Trademark Information:  Definitions and how-to’s, etc. May also include preliminary search. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Customer Profile: Description of the "Best Customer" for a product or service.  


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Demographics: Population breakdown for the specified location. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Demographics (GIS):  The statistics of an area including population, age, income, race, sex, employment, housing, and education. This study requires a specific geographic indicator such as a street address or intersection. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Financial Ratios:  Financial benchmarks from authoritative sources. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Franchisee Inquiry:  Resources for potential affiliation with a franchise.
 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Franchisor Inquiry:  Resources for establishing a franchise operation. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Free-Form: Describe request in your own words


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Industry Overview and Trends:  Data from authoritative sources reflecting industry conditions and the latest trends. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Invention/New Product:  How-to’s on entering a market and assessment resources. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Market Statistics: A breakdown of markets by industry to show size and sales figures. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Psychographic Data: Lifestyle and interests for specific consumer segments. Not available for Business to Business (B2B) enterprises. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Publications List: List of relevant journals, periodicals, etc. 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Regulations Information:  List and/or sources of applicable rules and regulations. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Retail Sales Potential:  Displays household count, average household and total market potential estimates, and U.S. average index. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ring Study Analysis:  Compares radii ring studies for annual consumer expenditures and demographics. This study requires a specific geographic indicator such as a street address or intersection. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Startup Costs:  Initial investment to establish a new business.
 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Suppliers / Distributors / Wholesalers: List and/or sources of wholesalers, vendors or manufacturers. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Trade Association List: List of relevant associations and organizations. 
 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Trade Shows List:  List and/or sources of trade shows of interest. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Market Sizing and Analysis 

Price per report:  $500-$750
For companies interested in determining where their ideal market is located and how to reach their target audience, this report supports strategic decision making with customized analysis of demographic and geographic data.  Reports consider past, present, and future trends within designated market areas.   The Market Sizing & Analysis Report includes: 

· Determination of greatest market potential 

· Most efficient channels by which to reach target markets 

· Effects of increased competition with areas 

· Location suitability report through competitor, supplier/vendor, and market concentration mapping 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Export Feasibility Assessment
Price per report:  $500-$750

Our globalized economy has propelled many small business clients to consider foreign market opportunities. Many of these small businesses are unaware of how to successfully convert foreign buyer interest into sustainable export operations that will help them become more competitive and create greater economic impact.  This information helps clients understand their international sales potential and how best to sell their products or services in targeted foreign markets. 

· Target Export Market Analysis 

· Export Market Size and Trends 

· Market Entry Strategies 

· Trade Agreements, Tariffs & Non-Tariff Barriers 

· Export Pricing & Landed Cost Calculation 

· Trade Finance and Payment Issues 

· Documentation & Logistics Requirements 

· Business Culture Overview 

· Export Training Options - Certified Global Business Pro 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Patent Search Report
Report price: $750
Prior to market entry for new products, an extensive 8-10 hour patent search can be done to determine the market size.  Utility patents must meet the following 4 criteria:  statutory class of machine, article, process or composition; utility; novelty (new physical feature, new combination or arrangement of old features or new use of old feature), unobvious novelty to a “person having ordinary skill in the art” (PHOSITA).  Research report to include:

· # hits for associated keywords and phrases

· List of patents identified as similar or conflicting

· Expert recommendation based on findings

· Technological evaluation assessment  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Technology Commercialization and Market Sizing Report 

Price per report:  $500
For small businesses interested in determining the market size and potential for their unique technological developments and inventions, this report utilizes Census data, company profiles and additional resources to create a comprehensive analysis of market conditions and dynamics.  The Technology Commercialization & Market Sizing Report includes:

· Identification of feasible entry markets

· Identification of criteria for competitive advantage

· Identification of substitutable technology

· Determination of greatest market potential for invention or unique technology

· Competitor analysis

· Most efficient channels by which to reach target markets

· Analysis of a market sizing model with penetration curve

· Expert recommendation based on findings

